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more Imperial policy, and for a time actually
held the hegemony of the n. The latter even
gained some advantages in a war with Swe-
den; but subsequently intervening in the
Thirty Years' War, he was totally defeated
by Tilly at Lutter (1626), and lost Holstein,
Schleswig, and Jutland, which he only re-
covered by the Peace of Lubeck (1629), on
engaging never again to interfere in German
affairs. Moreover, Christian's ambiguous pol-
icy toward triumphant Sweden ultimately in-
duced that power also to declare (1643) war
against him, with the result that he was
forced by the Peace of Brornsebro (1645) to
cede to Queen Christina the provinces of
Jemtland and Herjedal and the islands of
Osel and Gothland.

Still more disastrous were the wars of
Christian's successor, Frederick m. (1648-70),
who by the treaties of Roskilde (1658) and
Copenhagen (1660) was obliged to abandon
to Sweden all the Danish provinces on the
other side of the Sound. This catastrophe led
to a singular domestic revolution as a re-
sult of which the king was offered absolute
hereditary sovereignty and the old nobility
was speedily submerged in a newly created
court aristocracy of German origin. Thus be-
gan the period of Enevceld or absolutism in
Denmark, which lasted for one hundred and
eighty-eight years. The new, strongly cen-
tralized monarchy, guided by a succession of
statesmen of great ability, soon made its in-
fluence felt in European politics. The first
and greatest of these statesmen was Griffen-
feld, who, under Frederick m.'s successor,
Christian v. (1670-99), counselled an ob-
servant pan-Scandinavian policy.

Frederick iv. (1699-1730) placed the na-
tional finances on a sound basis, promoted
trade and industry, and joined in the league
against Charles XH. of Sweden in 1699. Very
beneficial were the succeeding reigns of Chris-
tian vi. (1730-46) and Frederick v. (1746-
66), owing chiefly to the administrative abil-
ity of Schulin and the elder Bernstorf. Edu-
cation was promoted, commerce encouraged,
and peace secured. The long reign of the
imbecile Christian vn. (1766-1808) was a
transitional period. In Dec. 1800, she joined
the armed neutrality of the North. England
sent a fleet to the Baltic, which on April 2,
1801, under Nelson and Parker, bombarded
Copenhagen. By way of retaliation, Den-
mark refused to accede to the third general
coalition against France in 1805; whereupon
England in 1807 sent her navy into the Kat-
tegat, and bombarded Copenhagen for three

days and carried off the whole Danish fleet.
This act of violence threw Denmark com-
pletely into the arms of Napoleon.
The Peace of Kiel left Denmark an unim-
portant power of the third rank. The abso-
lute monarchy had made shipwreck of the
national greatness, and the demand for con-
stitutional reforms grew loud and general,
but despite an ever-increasing agitation,
Christian vm. (1839-48) steadily refused to
grant his people a constitution. His suc-
cessor, Frederick vn. (1848-63), however, by
the Grundlov of June 5, 1849, abolished ab-
solutism in Denmark, and shared his power
with a Rigsdag or Parliament. The refusal of
Denmark to grant Schleswig-Holstein a con-
stitution of its oxvn led to the German-
Danish war of 1864, after which the Danes
were compelled by the Treaty of Vienna to
cede the duchies to Austria and Prussia.
In 1908 agreements of the European powers,
to which Denmark was a party, guaranteed
the preservation of the territorial status quo
in the countries bordering the North and
Baltic Seas. Christian ix. died in 1906, and
was succeeded by his son Frederick vrn., who
assumed the title, King of Denmark and Ice-
land. His reign was brought to an end by
his sudden death in 1912, and Christian x.,
his son, ascended the throne. During the
Great War (see EUROPE, GREAT WAR OF),
Denmark joined with Norway and Sweden
in maintaining a policy of neutrality and
mutual protection of Scandinavian interests.
In 1915 the constitution was amended to do
away with certain property qualification?
which had excluded the poorer classes from
voting for members of the Landsthing, and
to extend to women the right to vote in par-
liamentary elections and eligibility to sit m
the Folkething. In December, 1916, negotia-
tions were completed whereby the Danish
West Indies were sold to the United States
for $25,000,000 (see VIRGIN ISLANDS).
By the treaty of Versailles the German-
Danish frontier was made subject to the
wishes of the population. A plebiscite held
in accordance with this provision (1920) re-
stored the province of Schleswig to Denmark
(see SCHLESWIG-HOLSTEIN). In the spring of
1940, Germany invaded Denmark. The Danes
did not offer armed resistance and the Nazis
controlled the entire country within a few
hours. Consult Saxo Grammaticus' Nine
Books of Danish History,' Weitemeyer's Den-
mark: Its History and Topography; Brock-
ner's Danish Life in Town and Country;
Thompson's Denmark; Haggard's Rural Den-